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VIA 


Once again the season approaches when—according to tradition |p ( 
—Christmas candles are lit, the Yule log is set ablaze, and one and ^ ( 
all raise their voices in the song of Peace on Earth, Good Will to- >nt 
ward men. The message of hope is once again renewed—of hope lin 
in the midst of darkness, hope of man’s triumph over the evil forces |Ti 
that beset him. This is the essence of Christmas: that Hope has come H 
into the world and shall triumph over Evil. Throughout the ages r ci 


hope has ever blazed anew at this, the season of the winter solstice; 


and since the dawn of Christianity the season has been invested T . 
with a special significance. f £* 

Our observance of Christmas descends from a complex trad F3 

ition, and one which has evolved from a variety of sources. Our own f j 

xer 

ancestors associated a good many beliefs and customs with the 
Christmas season which we would somewhat indulgently regard as L . 
quaint superstitions. According to their tradition, all manner ol |. r jj { 
hostile beings were abroad at this season—goblins and elves who had loc: 
come to wreak mischief upon hapless folk who knew not how t< ttle 
resist their wiles. These creatures were considered inimical to the nc 
spirit of Christmas, and not infrequently the name of Christ was ICh 
invoked to protect people of faith and good will from the visitations I ea 
of these hostile demons. lc ^ * 


Today we can smile at these romantic medieval supersitions. Ith 
We are much too sophisticated to be intimidated by elves and! a r 
goblins and trolls. No longer do we need to proclaim, at the Yule-jf vec 
tide season, as primitive people did, our defiance of and victory overl a £ e 
the long long nights and frigid winter days. We are much too well n I 


housed to be unduly concerned by the icy blasts which the un¬ 


friendly elements may unleash against us. 


But in spite of all this, the dangers and perils of modern civil-l 1 
ization are greater than any experienced by men of former times. 


The possibility of war, too destructive to contemplate, must remain 


as an ever present threat until people the world over learn the age- 


old message of Peace on Earth and Good Will toward one another ye 


That this message will be heeded must remain our most heartfeli ent j t 


hope on this, and all other Christmases to come. 


Gustaf Kristjanson 
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Pe{)])le from many lands have come 
) Canada. Each national group will 
jnti)il>ute to this new nation some- 
iin J of value from its own heritage. 
The early pioneers in Canada creat- 
i Irganizations that served their 
tecial needs and interests. Mutual as- 
staifce in a difficult and often harsh 
ivironment was at times a paramount 
msideration. It was natural for them 
i feel that a channel of communica- 
on Ivith their homeland had to be 
lainiained. Separation only served to 
rceiMuate patriotic attachment to 
teirl native land. Distance so often 
agnifies and glorifies in the mind 
trlier environmental influences and 
isociations. This applies as much to 
ttlers from Great Britain as to people 
: non-British origin. 

Churches and schools were establish- 
l early. These and other organizations 
id societies were formed to provide 
community of interest for people 
ith similar problems of adjustment 
l a flew land. They fostered and pre- 
. rved a knowledge of the history, lan- 
uage, and literature of the mother- 
[nd, land at the same time cultivated 
t understanding of Canada, its lan- 
lage, laws, and institutions. 

From the time of the arrival of the 
It Icelandic pioneers, mote than 
. ihty years ago, they and their des- 
Idants have been adapting them- 
Ives to the Canadian environment. 
' association and intermarriage we 
ve Jbeen gradually merging our 
entity in the Canadian nation. This 
iimilation has changed our social, 
anomic, and cultural outlook. In 
nseqbence, some of the earlier needs 
at were satisfied by Icelandic organ- 
'.iitions have passed. 


With each decade it has become in¬ 
creasingly difficult to maintain the ef¬ 
fectiveness of some of these organiza¬ 
tions. This is not surprising. The ob¬ 
jectives which were useful and attain¬ 
able in the circumstances of forty, thir¬ 
ty, or even twenty years ago are not 
necessarily either useful or possible 
now. On the other hand, the opportun¬ 
ity for new objectives, both useful and 
attainable, ought now to rekindle an 
interest in and admiration for the 
best in our Icelandic heritage. 

Canadians of Icelandic descent can 
make a contribution to Canadianism. 
We can draw on a cultural heritage 
which for a thousand years has been 
steeped in devotion to learning and to 
our sagas and poetry, so vividly ex¬ 
pressed in an ancient language, remark¬ 
ably well preserved. As it hap¬ 
pens, this language we love is the Old 
Norse language from which so much 
in modern English stems. It is as es¬ 
sential to advanced studies in philol¬ 
ogy as Old Anglo-Saxon, to which it is 
so closely related. But it is unique in 
that it is a classical language and also 
a living language, spoken to this day. It 
is used and treasured by a people, few 
to be sure, but still forming an in¬ 
dependent nation honored with mem¬ 
bership both in the United Nations 
and in NATO. Freedom, representative 
government, the rule of law, love of 
land and language, peace and poetry- 
in these for a thousand years have 
flourished the noble sentiments which 
permeate Icelandic culture. The des¬ 
cendants in Canada of the people who 
for so long have so fully accepted these 
concepts have an opportunity and a 
duty to make their contribution to 
the cultural pattern of Canada. 
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By the establishment of the Canada 
Council the ,people of Canada, through 
their government, have declared that 
the time has come when an organized 
effort must be made to stimulate cul¬ 
tural development. Already the Can¬ 
ada Council has helped to activate 
Canadian talent in art, music, and lit¬ 
erature. Its broad objectives offer an 
opportunity and hold out a challenge 
to such an organization as the Canada- 
Iceland Foundation to add its little 
to the great effort now under way to 
promote cultural progress in Canada. 
In common with other Canadians, we 
of Icelandic descent have a respons¬ 
ibility to join hands and to seek the 
help of others to ensure that something 
from the basic and enduring values in 
our heritage is diffused into Canadian- 
ism. 

A few years ago $220,000 was raised 
and donated to the University of Mani¬ 
toba to establish a permanent Chair 
in Icelandic language and literature. 
In the years ahead this achievement 
will aid and encourage the aims and 
the efforts of the Canada-Iceland 
Foundation. 

The aims are established. They seem 
highly worth while and attainable witn 
joint effort. Much has been done. 
More needs to be done. Many inter¬ 
views have already taken place. Letters 
have been written and encouraging 
answers received from many promin¬ 
ent individuals in Canada, Iceland, 
and the United States. Approval of the 
general plan was obtained from the 
Icelandic National League, the Iceland¬ 
ic Canadian Club, the Jon Sigurdson 
Chapter of the I.O.D.E., the trustees 
of the Hekla-Skuld Fund, and the Ice¬ 
landic Celebration Committee of 
Manitoba. A committee complement¬ 
ary to the Foundation was established 
in Iceland under the name “Island- 
Kanada RaS”. 


The main objects of the Ca 


sr 


Iceland Foundation as laid dowl 
the Charter Agreement are: 


la 

p. 


1 . 


2 . 


To foster and strengthen thefThi 
tural bonds and mutual nat t 
standing between Canada andjons 
land. >ns 

thi 

To promote an understand iso-p^ 
appreciation of the related Icefl 
ic and Canadian heritage 


out 

fields of representative goT I 


ment and the rule of law. 


me' 


To encourage and give assist jet 
to the establishment and maifh r 
ance of Icelandic as one -lis £ 
subjects in post-graduate and ade 
ors courses in English. It 

. . , . fit t 

To assist or give scholarship 
students studying Icelandic atpj 
adian Universities. 


Stltl 


6 . 


7. 


To assist Canadians of Icel| ler 
descent in the study and ner 
ment of, and the productioP m 
works in the arts, humanitiesP 0 
social sciences. lot ^ 

e F 

To award scholarships to t , m 
otherwise assist students fro ii n( ( 
land to attend Canadian Lid 1 
sities, and students from Ca 1 
to attend the University of is E 
land. y, C 

. is E 

To encourage and give assist ' 
to the translation of Iceland/ 
erature into English and Ca , I 
literature into Icelandic. 


on. 


8 . 


To encourage and give assis 
to visits and performance,' 
exhibitions and publications o’ 
landic artists in Canada and 
a'ban artists in Iceland. 


ate 

on. 

inis 

r. A 

atio 

:rsit 


To assist in the collection anorsit 
servation of works of art, iirof. 
crafts, books, periodicals, if the 
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1 scripts, and documents by or re¬ 
lating to the people of Iceland or 
eople of Icelandic descent. 


|e Charter Agreement provides 
he Foundation may assist associ- 
idionis. publishers, and other organiza- 
insJvhose aims and objects are similar 
the objects of the Foundation. 

T he Foundation may acquire money, 
turf'ies, or other property by gift, 
que t, or otherwise, and may expend, 
mipister, or dispose of any such 
mey securities, or other property 
jbject to the terms, if any, upon which 
ich B'oney, securities or other property 
|is given, bequeathed, or otherwise 
fide available to the Foundation. 

It was agreed from the beginning 
at the proposed organization should, 
fit were to fulfil its multiple duties, 
elude representatives of governments, 
stittitions of higher learning, and 
her nation-wide organizations. The 
neral membership will be drawn 
om-Canadians of Icelandic extraction 
id olhers interested for one reason or 
mther in the purposes and objects of 
e Foundation. 

The Honorary Officers, and the pre¬ 
hit Charter Members are: 
r 

a . IGrand Patrons 

I is Excellency, Rt. Hon. Vincent Mas- 
y, Q.H., Governor General of Canada, 
is Excellency, Asgeir Asgeirsson, Presi- 
;n,t of Iceland. 


Honorary Advisory Council 
on. I Sidney E. Smith, Secretary of 
ateyfor External Affairs, Canada, 
on.I Gudmundur I. Gudmundsson, 
, mister of Foreign Affairs, Iceland, 
r. Andrew Stewart, President of the 
ational Conference of Canadian Uni- 
asities, and the President of the Uni- 
hrsity of Alberta. 

irof. Dr. Thorkell Johannesson, Rector 
• the University of Iceland, Reykjavik. 


Dr. C. J. Mackenzie, President of the 
Association of Canadian Clubs, Ottawa. 
Rt. Rev. Asmundur Gudmundsson, 
Bishop of Iceland. 

C. Board of Trustees 

The affairs of the Canada-Iceland 
Foundation are administered by a 
Board of Trustees, the numbers of 
which may be enlarged from time to 
time. 

D. Honorary Trustees 

His Excellency Thor Thors, Minister 
from Iceland to Canada, Ottawa and 
Washington, D.C. 

Msgr. Alphonse-Marie Parent, P.A., 
Rector of Laval University, Quebec, 
P.Q. 

Dr. H. H. Saunderson, President of the 
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg. 

Dr. Watson Kirkconnell, President of 
Acadia University, Wolfville, N. S. 
Hon. J. T. Thorson, President of the 
Exchequer Court of Canada, Ottawa. 
Senator G. S. Thorvaldson, Winnipeg, 
and Ottawa. 

Hon. Lester B. Pearson, Ottawa. 

Dr. T. Thorvaldson, Saskatoon. 

Fred R. Emerson, Q.C., St. Johns, Nfld. 

E. Officers of the Board of Trustees 

Chairman: Judge W. J. Lindal, 788 
Wolseley, Avenue, Winnipeg. 
Vice-Chairman: Dr. P. H. T. Thorlak- 
son M.D., LLD. Director of the Win¬ 
nipeg Clinic. 

Secretary, Stefan Hansen, F.S.A., Vice- 
President and Director of Group In¬ 
surance, Great-West Life Assurance 
Company. 

Treasurer: Grettir Eggertson, B.Sc.E.E., 
Electrical Engineer, 78, Ash Street, 
Winnipeg. 

Corresponding Secretary: Kristjan 

Tharsteinson, Public Relations Officer, 
Manitoba Co-operatives, Brandon, 
Man. 
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F. Executive Council of Board of 
Trustees consists of 

I. Gilbert Arnason, Ph.D., Principal of 
Mulvey School, Winnipeg. 

Arni G. Eggertson, Q.C., of Thorvald- 
son, Eggertson, Bastin & Stringer, Bar¬ 
risters & Solicitors, Winnipeg. 

Grettir L. Johannson. Honorary Con¬ 
sul for Iceland and Denmark, Win¬ 
nipeg. 

Dr. Gestur Kristjansson, M.D., 102 
Osborne Medical Building, Winnipeg. 
Rev. P. M. Petursson, Ph. B., Vice-Pres¬ 
ident of the Icelandic National League, 
Winnipeg. 

G. Membership in the Foundation 

(1) To qualify for membership in the 
Canada-Iceland Foundation a per¬ 
son must make an annual contri¬ 
bution to the funds of the Foun¬ 
dation of not less than $50. All 
contributions are deductable for 
income tax purposes. 

(2) All the members of the Executive 
Council and the following are 
Charter Members of the Canada- 
Iceland. Foundation: 

Oscar Finnbogason, Saskatoon, 
Sask. 

Olafur Hallson, Eriksdale, Man. 
K. W. Johannson, Winnipeg, 
Man. 

J. W. Johannson, Pine Falls, Man. 
Dr. K. I. Johnson, Pine Falls, Man. 
Einar P. Jonsson, Winnipeg, Man. 
Mrs. P. H. T. (Gladys) Thorlak- 
son, Winnipeg, Man. 

Senator G. S. Thorvaldson, Win¬ 
nipeg and Ottawa. 

Dr. T. Thorvaldson, Saskatoon, 
Sask. 

(3) All persons who are members of 
the Canada-Iceland Foundation at 
the time of incorporation under 
The Companies Act of Canada 


o| hi 


1C 


shall be Charter Members 
Foundation. The application^ 
such incorporation has not 
been made. 


ou 


rge 


IS ! 

ior 


The Island-Kanada Rad 

A branch or parallel organizations 
the Foundation has been establi atK 
in Iceland under the name “lsll n 
Kanada RaS”. The following are su 
members thereof: S al 

Hallgrimur F. Hallgrimsson, ( cnl 
Canadian Consul General in IceP e 
Vilhjalmur Thor, Bank Manager.' 1 ’® 
Thorkell Johannesson, Rector, Ur w 5 

sity of Iceland. _ 

Asmundur Gudmundsson, Bishoj 
Iceland. 


Gylfi Th. Gislason, Minister of Ec 
tion. 


4SS 


Gudmundur I. Gudmundsson, Min 
of Foreign Affairs. 

Gunnar Thoroddsen, Mayor of Re: 
vik. 

Bjarni Benediktsson, Editor of X 
unbladid. 

Sigurdur Nordal, Former Ambas ; 
to Denmark. 

Sigurdur Sigurdson, Head of In 
tion for Prevention of Tuberculo 
Gudmundur Vilhjalmsson, Managl 
the Iceland Steamship Company. 


The first three named constitute 
Executive Committee and Halit i 
Hallgrimsson is the Chairman. Fo:« 
time being the prime function o: 
RaS will be to advise on and sup.1 
applications from Iceland for not 1 
ident Fellowships and Scholar Mri 
under Section 8 of the Regulatioan., 
the Canada Council. 


Conclusion 


The above is an outline of the o 
ization and objectives of the Cal 
Iceland Foundation. The col 


la w 
ntu: 
rthc 
bel 
'/ing 
orn 




I —f 


THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 


hich led to the formation of this new Membership is open to anyone who 


ganization originated with Judge 
lr alter J. Lindal, the Chairman of the 
l 4up. He has been responsible in a 
rge measure for the progress which 
‘ ls already been made. In the form- 
ion of policy, establishing objectives, 
n id providing for the details of organ- 
ption, he has received from the be- 
inning the counsel and the enthusiast- 
simport of Charter Members of the 
ganization. Application for a Charter 
, Membership will be open until such 
'melas the organization is fully in- 
irporated and registered under the 

ws of Canada. 

n 



Mrs. Margret Olafsson 

10: 


laiMrs. Margret Olafsson of Selkirk, 
io an.l one of few Icelanders in Can- 
la who have in their time passed the 
-ntury mark, celebrated her 105th 
rthejay last Sept. 17. Mrs. Olafsson 
believed to be presently the oldest 
fing Icelander in North America. 
' ,a orn|n Iceland in 1856 she came with 


wishes to support or participate in the 
activities of the Foundation. Its suc¬ 
cess will depend upon the support and 
co-operation of a substantial number 
of individuals. 

Applications for membership in the 
Canada-Iceland Foundation will be 
received by Grettir Eggertson, Treasur¬ 
er, 78 Ash Street, Winnipeg 9, Man¬ 
itoba. 

Stefan Hansen, 

Released for publication this 10th day of 
December, 1958 

Secretary, Canada-Iceland Foundation 


her husband to Canada in 1884. They 
settled in the inter-lake district of 
Arnes in Manitoba and five years 
later moved to Selkirk where Mrs. 
Olafsson has since lived. She makes 
her home with her son and daughter- 
in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Johann Olafsson. 
★ 

HONORED BY WEST GERMAN 
GOVERNMENT 

A high honor was conferred last sum¬ 
mer uponStanley T. Olafson of Los 
Angeles, Cal., by the West German 
Government. Manager of the World 
Trade Department of the Los Angeles 
Chamber of Commerce Mr. Olafson 
was presented with the Officers’ Cross 
of the Order of Merit of the Federal 
German Republic by the German con¬ 
sul-general in California, Dr. Eduard 
C. Schneider. The presentation was 
made before the chamber’s board of 
directors for his “outstanding contri¬ 
bution to the promotion of internation¬ 
al commerce during the past 30 years.” 
Mr. Olafson is honorary consul in Cali¬ 
fornia of the Republic of Iceland and 
past president of the Foreign Trade 
Association of Southern California 
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HON. BARBI G. SKULASON, 

A PRE-EMINENT LAWYER 

by HON. ASMUNDUR BENSON, District Judge, State of North Dakota 


he 

Dal 

B 

prai 

in 



Hon. BarSi G. Skulason 


On January 19, 1958, one ol the 
most famous lawyers of Icelandic des¬ 
cent, the Hon. Bardi G. Skulason, of 
Portland, Oregon, observed his 87th 
birthday in that great city in the pres¬ 
ence of many friends, relatives and 
admirers. 

This great lawyer was born in Ice¬ 
land on January 19, 1871. He came 
with his parents to Canada when he 
was five years old. The family remain¬ 
ed in northern Manitoba, Canada, for 
a period of five years, and in 1880 
came across the line to Pembina Coun¬ 
ty, North Dakota. They had heard the 
glowing stories and the marvelous 
promise of the Red River Valley. They 
were able to take the train to Pembina, 
North Dakota, and from there a dist¬ 
ance of over 40 miles they came by 
ox team and on foot where they settled 


on unsurveyed land in what is y* 

the Mountain, North Dakota, an 1 

seve 

Like most other families that 
from Iceland or other foreign 
tries in those days, the Skulason yB 
ily was very poor, and depended u^g 
their own ingenuity and ability to^J 
out a living in a foreign country i serv 
as the United States was 'to theiL-j.. 
that time. Bardi’s father had often p or 
him that America was die land ol„ or j 
portunity where men were self-rn^B 

Bardi soon acquired a burning dt , 

for an education, and after attenijl , 

the local schools and learning r, 

thing he could from them, he obtai 

a permit to teach school at the yo,, *1 

ful age of sixteen. He taught at jL/| 

North Dakota, for three month^ J 

$30.00 a month in the winter of iW ' 

and 1888. He taught at Eyford in ■ ( 

at $35.00 a month; and also taugl ( J 

Mountain, North Dakota, for j 
, ’ ner 

a month. 

ate 

In 1888, having saved up $90.( ror 
so from his teaching, Bardi enit ers 
the University of North Dakota: n t 
by working in the harvest fields, th 0 y 
ing, teaching school, and doing anyjyl 
every other job that he could gt|jj s 
the University, he graduated wi:» or i 
B.A. in 1895, and earned a Phi 94 ; 
Kappa key, plus a life certificate! y] 
teaching school. He secured a joblq, 
fall in Tower City, North Dakotijm, 
$75.00 per month, and the nexi ; re , 
at Hillsboro, North Dakota, H 
$100.00 per month. During these;j rs 
years of teaching he devoted 4 j 
spare moment that he could to» r 
study of law; and in September, 1 
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lie has admitted to the Bar in North 
Dakota. 


Bareli Skulason started his law 
practice in Grand Forks, North Dakota, 
in the fall of 1897. For a time his 
younger brother, Skuli Skulason, was 
in partnership with him. Skuli died 
several years ago at the age of 77. Later 
l on tlie Hon. O. B. Burtness, who is at 
present one of the First Judicial Dis¬ 
trict judges of North Dakota, became 
theBjunior partner of the firm of 
"Skulason 8c Burtness. Bardi Skulason 
served for some time as assistant state's 
'attorney of Grand Forks County; and 
'for ten years he lectured on private 
'corporations at the University of North 
'Dakota Law School. 

* Mr Skulason married Charlotte H. 
'Robinson on October 25, 1896, at Bis- 
narck, North Dakota. Two children 
vereiborn of this marriage, Dagmar 
"skulason, now Mrs. Eremeef, and Rolfe 
,W. Skulason. At the tender age of 
inly 117 Rolfe entered the army in 
Worm War I. He served in the in¬ 
fantry, finally in the Rainbow Division, 
und was in at least two major engage¬ 
ments at St. Mihiel and on the drive 
aterlfrom the Marne. Upon return 
' romlthe service he entered the Uni¬ 
versity of Oregon and graduated there 
n the spring of 1923, and then went 
'>o Yale for his law and graduated there 
>!{ 1925. He was in law practice with 
slis flther for three or four years in 
otlortlliid, Oregon, and he died in 
i 942. 


Mrs Eremeef now lives with her 
dither in his spacious 14-room Dutch 
1 Colonial home in Portland, as do Mrs. 

remeef’s son, Jon Bardi Eremeef, 26; 
■’ & the army at the present time; and 
sl fts. (Joseph (Karen) Eoff, a daughter 
f Mrs. Eremeef. A great granddaugh¬ 
ter, Deborah Eoff, was two July 2nd. 
Mr. Skulason early in life became 






very much interested in politics, and 
is a Republican. In 1908 he was elected 
to the House of Representatives for 
the State of North Dakota, where he 
became very prominent because of his 
ability as a public speaker. He was 
the author of North Dakota’s non¬ 
partisan judiciary law and the child 
labor law. 

Mr. Skulason rose to prominence in 
his profession very quickly. During 
his entire residence in the State his 
services were sought from all over the 
State of North Dakota. This was be¬ 
cause he was a marvelous trial lawyer 
and a very eloquent speaker. 

In 1911, at the age of 41, Mr. Skula¬ 
son heeded the advice of Horace 
Greeley who said, “Go west young- 
man and grow up with the country’’, 
and went west and settled in the beaut¬ 
iful city of Portland, Oregon. For 
some time he was in partnership with 
the late Guy C.H. Corliss; later on 
he was in the Clark firm of Clark, 
Skulason 8c Clark; and was also in 
practice with his son Rolfe W. Skula¬ 
son; but most of the time he was in 
practice alone. 

Bardi Skulason has always been 
very loyal and intensely American. 
He is, and has always been, a great 
patriot. In line with that he enlisted 
as a volunteer in World War I, al¬ 
though he was then well past the age 
limit for army service. 

Mr. Skulason has always been a 
good friend of North Dakota. He ex¬ 
emplified this by establishing the 
Skulason Scholarship at the University 
of North Dakota in 1924, which an¬ 
nually pays $250.00 to be awarded to 
a worthy and needy student. 

Bardi’s rise to prominence in the 
practice of his profession in the great 
City of Portland, Oregon, was just as 
rapid as it was while he was practicing 
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in North Dakota. In 1923 he represent¬ 
ed Mrs. Loretta Day of Portland, Ore¬ 
gon, formerly of Wallace Idaho, in a 
case which involved a very large sum 
of money over the estate of her hus¬ 
band. After much litigation he secured 
a settlement of $ 1 , 200 , 000 , and received 
a fee of $400,000, which in that day, 
and even in the inflation of today, is a 
tremendously large amount. According 
to the Portland Oregonian this was 
the largest attorney’s fee up to that 
time ever paid to any attorney west of 
the Mississippi River. 

In 1942, Mr. Skulason was appoint¬ 
ed consul for Iceland in Portland; and 
also in 1942 he was appointed by the 
late Governor Snell to serve on the 
public welfare board, and he is still 
active in both. 

At the time Mr. Skulason celebrated 
his 87th birthday he was working on 
a million dollar trust case. His client 
had entered into a trust agreement 
with one of the banks in Portland, 
Oregon, in 1950. In 1954 this man be¬ 
came dissatisfied with the trust agree¬ 
ment and wanted to change it or 
break it, and the bank would not agree. 
He went to one of the big law firms 
in the city, put his case before them, 
and after studying the matter they told 
him that it was not possible to have it 
set aside, and charged him a fee of 
$750. He went to other lawyers and 
the answer was the same, that the agree¬ 
ment could not be set aside. Finally 
he came to see Mr. Skulason, told him 
about this trust agreement, and he said, 
“I believe it can be set aside”. He 
brought the action and it was set aside. 
In those cases the judges set the fees. 


and Mr. Skulason was allowed a I 
of $25,000. 

On the 228th of May, 1958, [ j 
Multnomah County Bar Associate 
which includes the City of Portlai I 
held a testimonial dinner in hot I 
of Bareli Skulason in recognition of:I 
great ability and marvelous cart ( 
This is an honor that comes to - 1 
few men. The North Dakota Bar I 
sociation, at their annual meeting t 
Jamestown, North Dakota, in fune e 
this year passed a resolution of t a 
gratulations to Mr. Skulason for , I 
wonderful record and achievements! i; 

Mr. Skulason, who neither dri jj 
nor smokes, enjoys certain TV featuH 
especially those of an educational tv 
and also enjoys the singing of vt * 
of our artists. He reads in eight Ian: d 
ages, Swedish, Danish, Norwegian, ■ 
landic, French, German, Latin 
English; is fond of classics, good 
tion, philosophy and poetry, part jr. 

larly Poe and Burns. st( 

Mr. Skulason is noted for his 1 t0 
ly, and ingratiating smile. He ar 
demonstrated very vividly what Slit* 
speare meant when he said: 

in 

’’What thou wilt, “ 3 . 

Thou must rather enforce it with ni( 

v in 

Than hew to it with thy sword.’ an , 

vis 

Bardi G. Skulason has achieved 1 , 

in the practice of law which p! ins 
him No. 1 among lawyers of Icehof 
descent in North America. Not tot 
that, but he has become one ofsoc 
great lawyers of this country. ma 
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GUTTORMUR J. GUTTORMSSON 
PASSES THE FOUR SCORE MARK 


Guttormur J. Guttormsson was born 
November 21, 1878, at Icelandic River 
(njw Riverton), Manitoba, where he 
has lived the greater part of his life. 
Last month he celebrated his eightieth 
birthday, and he was publicly honour¬ 
ed! at a large gathering under the 
auspices of The Icelandic National 
League on December 6, in the Unitar¬ 
ians Church in Winnipeg. 

Guttormsson is undoubtedly the 
leading Icelandic Canadian poet of to¬ 
day. He began his poetical career half 
a century ago when his first book “Jon 
AustfirSingur” was published here in 
Winnipeg (in 1909). From the first 
Guttormsson emerged a fullfledged 
poet possessed with unusual descriptive 
qualities. “Jon AustfirSingur” is a 
unique piece of art, a condensed hi¬ 
story of the first Icelandic immigrants 
to l\f anitoba, revealing deep insight 
and understanding of the plight of 
these people on the barren shores of 
1 Lake Winnipeg. 

Many of his later poems are written 
in a similar vein, the best known being 
“Sandy Bar” the most impressive 
1 monument to the Icelandic pioneers 
(in America “who emigrated, suffered 
and gave their lives without gaining 
visible victory.” 

A prominent characteristic pervad¬ 
ing Guttormsson’s poetry is his sense 
of humour, often with an ironical 
touch, especially in his “humanitarian- 
■I socialistic” satires in which he skilfully 
makes use of exaggeration. 

In spite of relatively little schooling 
and the time-consuming task of the 
fanner, Guttormsson is well versed in 
the world’s literature, English and Ice- 
andic in particular. His philosophical 



Guttormur J. Guttormsson 


and symbolic poems bear witness to 
extensive reading and deep thinking. 

In addition to his poetry Guttorms¬ 
son is the author of “Ten Plays” and 
has been considered by authorities to 
be “the best expressionist playwright 
in Icelandic”. 

The works of Guttormur J. Gut¬ 
tormsson have brought his native land, 
New Iceland, into Modern Icelandic 
Literature and won for him the 
distinction of being one of the great 
Icelandic authors of this century. 

Guttormsson has written five vol¬ 
umes of poetry: J6n AustfirSingur 
(1909), Bondadottir (1920), Gaman og 
alvara (1930), Hunangsflugur (1944), 
and Kanada Jaistill, (Nov. 21, 1958), 
One book of short plays, Tiu Leikrit 
appeared in 1951.—H. B. 
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Samples of the Poetry of Guttormur J. Gutforms c 

One of his more recent poems, probably appearing in “Kanada JjistiH" 
“JarSgongin.” In a special edition of the University of Toronto Quarterly, i 
survey of Canadian literature published in 1957. In that edition Dr. Waits 
Kirkconnell, says: 

“Perhaps the finest prosodic achievement of the year is Guttormur J. Gi 
tormsson’s ‘The Subterranean Passage’ printed in the Annual of the Icelanf 
National League. The hand of this octogenarian has not lost its cunning 
building the lofty rhyme with the Classical diction of the saga folk.” The origiij 
and Dr. Kirkconnell’s translation follow. 


JarSgforagfini 

Hamarsins svarta, haa tindsins 
harla lagu klettagongin 
knuS er eimlestin inn aS fara, 
undirlogS sporbraut ]aar um velar. 

Asahlymur og hjolafsytur, 
hosti reykhafs og stunur teina 
verSa nu aS niSurbasldri 
naeturjrrumu f iSruin jarSar. 

Logar glatt undir lifsins katli, 
liSast reykurinn meSfram gluggum 
sorta|trunginn, Jjbgull vottur 
Jress aS lifir vel i kolum. 

Po se myrkur a fyrir utan 
inni er bjart i salarvagni; 
lampar undir lagri hvelfing 
lysa i honum sjalfum inni. 

Vagninn lystur upp aS innan 
—undir maelikeri aS sonnu, 
lystum gluggum er a$ utan 
eins og vaSi tungl i skyjum. 

Ljossins vant ef yrSi inni, 
eins og i Surtarhelli niSri, 
ofan mundi rjafur riSa 
roflausrar naetur Dimmuborgar. 
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Hendi ei slys, og hinstu ferSar 
hinsti kaflinn se ei Jressi, 
skin Jra inn um alia glugga 
eilifa ljosiS hinumegin. 

I>aS er takmark—enginn endi— 
upphaf nyrrar og betri ferSar 
undir himinloftum lystum 
ljosi hinumegin grafar. 


Crags of shadow, crests high-soaring, 
Crowd above a low rock-tunnel: 
There the train perforce must travel. 
Twisting paths await the engine. 

Giant clash and wheel-flange griding. 
Groan of piston, cough of funnel, 
Now are muted as by night-time 
Nodding worlds’ retreating thunders. 

Fire is fierce beneath the boiler, 

Fume goes reeking past the windows, 
Bloated black, a silent witness, 

Blowzy smoke that coal can foster. 

Darkness dwells outside the carriage. 
Dazzling brightness reigns within it; 
Low its roof but lamps are radiant, 
Light within makes glad the spirit. 

Bright the coaoh with coruscations 
Caught within and outward shining 
Like a star of steadfast splendour 
Stately through the cloud-rack riding. 

If, within, the light were lacking, 
Livid black like deep Inferno, 

Riding on its roof would endless 
Ruined nights enhance the darkness. 
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If no accident of evil 
Utterly destroys our journey, 

Then shall wake through every window 
Widening light from realms beyond us. 

Now the end—yet not an ending— 

New and better journeys’ starting 

Under sheerest skies unshadowed j 

Shines beyond the grave-,pit’s tunnel. I 


“Goffa notit”, one of the earlier poems was translated by Jakobina Johfl 
and both the original and the translation were published in “Icelandic LyiJ 
selected and edited by Dr. Richard Beck and publsihed in 1930. ii 

1 ; 

GODA NOTT GOOD NIGHT 


Dunalogn er allra atta, 
allir vinclar geims sig natta, 
nu er alfa heims aff hatta, 
hinztu geislar slokkna skjott, 
humsins svarta silkiskyla 
sveipar jiekjar vorra byla, 
upp er jorffin eins og hvila 
ollu buin. — Goffa nott! 

Upp til hvildar ollu buin 
er nu jorffin. G6Sa nott! 


Stillness reigns.—The winds are sleepii 
All our world is bent on keeping 
Tryst with night, whose wings are swei 
From the West each ray of light. 
Dusk,—a soft and silken cover 
Over all is seen to hover 
In its readiness to cover 
All the drowsy world.—Good night. 
Earth, —a restful bed inviting 
All her tired to sleep. —Good night. 


“v 

Any sampling of Guttormsson’s poetry would be most incomplete if a i. 
ence were not made to Sandy Bar. Space permits only one verse appear , 


the last one. 

Stytti upp, og himinn heiffur 
hvelfdist, stormur, meginbreiffur 
eins og vegur valinn, greiffur 
var i lofti sunnanfar. 

Rofinn eldibrandi bakki 
beint i norSur var a flakki, 
stjornubjartur, heiffur himinn 
hvelfdist yfir Sandy Bar, 
himinn, landnam landnemanna, 
Ijomaffi yfir Sandy Bar. 


/it 

Fa 

Breaks the storm, the sky is cleaaaj 
Starry canopy appearing, mi 

Wide a way, to heaven nearing, :ar 
Winds are sweeping from afar, iin 
Bolts of lightning, bursting, riftir r 
Banks of clouds to northward dri v j a 
Starlit, clear, the silvery heaven „ 
All enshrines on Sandy Bar. 
Heaven, shelter of the settlers 
Softly gleams on Sandy Bar. 
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Gudrun Simonar — Finest V oice Here 
This S eason 


The Music critic of The Win¬ 
nipeg Free Press, Ken Winters, 
had the above caption over his column 
on (Thursday, November 6 after hear- 
inglGudrun Simonar in recital at the 
Playhouse Theatre. 

The Free Press critic had this to say: 

“Miss Simonar’s voice is superb; eas¬ 
ily produced and even in quality over 
its entire range. Her singing is sweet¬ 
ly intoned, clear and flexible. I could, 
in fact, detect no technical flaws of 
any kind. 

The expressive side of her work is 
lesslsuong than the purely vocal. A 
certain briskness and lack of personal 
involvement in the poetry, pervaded 
all but the Icelandic songs. These had 
CheBextra dimension, the conviction, 
that makes singing art. There were 
seven, counting encores, and each left 
me with a distinct impression of a 
precisely imparted emotional content, 
even though the language was strange 
to me. 

The rest of the recital had its own 
/irtues. In songs of Brahms, Delius, 
Fallal and arias of Puccini and Mas¬ 
cagni, nothing was false or tasteless, 
ind everything was completely musical, 
arriet! by the delicious ringing of Miss 
iimonar’s voice.” 


1 The music critic of The Tribune, S. 

da ley, reported thus: 

1 << 

“Gudrun Simonar, publicity states, is 
he foremost soprano in Iceland. After 
iearing her first recital in Canada at 
he Playhouse Theatre one would not 
uest|on the verdict. 

^ Miss Simonar has one of the most 
ich and opulent soprano voices one has 
in many a season. She sings in 


eard 


pure bel canto style, which is not sur¬ 
prising, for she has studied with Car¬ 
men Melis, in Milan, who was Renata 
Tebaldi’s teacher. 

Miss Simonar displays several faults 
which disturb one musically and inter- 
pretatively, but the sounds she makes, 
the beautiful smooth legato line, the 
even scale throughout a large compus, 
the unceasing technical fluency and 
good pitch almost repel adverse com¬ 
ment. 

Taking into account the brevity of 
all of Miss Simonar’s songs, in which 
tonal and interpretative appeal were 
limited, one could sense the need of 
greater intensity in several songs, and 
deeper penetration of verbal mood and 
atmosphere. But nothing was poorly 
sung, even if not completely satisfying. 

The native Icelandic songs were 
lovely in color and appeal and some 
displayed comic vein in Miss Simonar’s 
sensibilities. An encore, Svanasoneur 
A HeiSi by Kaldalons, and a lullaby 
by Sigurdur Thordarson, greatly con¬ 
trasted in mood and tone, were most 
memorable. Rich medium and lower 
notes brought special appeal to the 
Kaldalons song. 

Snjolaug Sigurdson, Winnipeg pian¬ 
ist, was both sympathetic and musical¬ 
ly sensitive in support of the impressive 
vocalist.” 

Mayor Stephen Juba, on behalf of 
the citizens of Winnipeg, presented 
Gudrun Simonar with a framed hon¬ 
orary citizenship scroll. 

Miss Simonar gave recitals at Ar- 
borg and Girnli, October 23, and 24, 
where she was well received. Miss Snjo¬ 
laug Sigurdson was her accompanist. 

Miss Simonar gave a recital on CBC- 
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Television in Winnipeg on Wednesday, 
November 12, with Miss Sigurdson at 
the piano. She sang several Icelandic 
songs to the delight of the viewers. She 
sang in Vancouver, B.C. November 17, 
Bellingham, Washington, the 18, Seat¬ 
tle, Washington, the 21. Arrange¬ 
ments have been made with the Can¬ 
adian Broadcasting Company for Miss 
Simonar to appear on the Distinguish¬ 
ed Artists programme on a coast to 


coast radio broadcast. Watch for i 
date in local newspapers. 

This is Miss Simonar’s first visit * 
Canada. She has sung her way iii 
our hearts and one hopes that she J 1 
return soon. 

The Icelandic National League J 
the Canada-Iceland Foundation are I 
be congratulated in presenting \si 
Simonar, Iceland’s foremost sopranoSi 
Canadian audiences. Si 

Mattie HalldorsaL* 1 
Je 

- _ - - If 


OLAFUR T. ANDERSON 


“One of the most revered and re¬ 
spected members of the faculty” is the 
tribute paid by the student publication 
“Uniter” to the memory of Professor 
O. T. Anderson, member of the staff 
of Wesley College, later United Col¬ 
lege, for forty—one years and Dean of 
Arts and Science for thirty-one years. 
Dean Anderson was a counsellor and 
friend to successive generations of stu¬ 
dents during his long association with 
the college and as an outstanding 
teacher and mathematician he earned 
the respect and affection of his stu¬ 
dents. 

Dean Anderson was born in Selkirk, 
Manitoba, in 1890, and had reached 
the age of sixty-seven on his death, 
October 6, 1958. His parents, Sigurdur 
and Olina Bjorg Anderson (nee Nor- 
dal), were among the early Icelandic 
arrivals in Manitoba. His father died 
in 1902. A maternal uncle was Sig¬ 
urdur Nordal, distinguished Icelandic 
scholar, teacher, writer and diplomat. 

One of a family of nine, young And¬ 
erson was actively employed in his boy¬ 
hood and youth. Mostly he worked 
for the Northern Fish Company at 
various jobs, and after he entered Uni¬ 
versity he returned to the company 



;rv 

each summer. For two undergrade 
seasons he was bookkeeper and dej; n < 
Warren’s Landing, on Lake WiniL] 
He entered Wesley College ; urn 
arts student in 1909 and graduating 
1913. Mathematics and physics ak, 
his special subjects. “I actually mails s 
to get through each year”, he rei|nti 
ed, many years later. q 


For the next four years he \<on 
the University physics staff, undo a 
Frank Allen, combining classroond 
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laboratory duties with advanced stu¬ 
dies. He obtained his Master of Arts 
degree and Bachelor of Science degree 
in |915. He was the first to graduate 
from the University of Manitoba with 
a Master’s degree in Mathematics. 

He was appointed to the teaching 
\staff of Wesley College, in 1917, and he 
(.succeeded his colleague, Professor 
Skuli Johnson, as Dean of Arts and 
Science in 1927. On the union of Wes- 
leytollege and Manitoba College, in 
-1935, Dean Anderson became Dean 
of the United College. He served in 
hisftost with distinction to the day 
of his death. 

Dean Anderson was familiarly and 
dfeciionately known to his students 
ts "O.T.”, which was sometimes inter- 
oreted as “On Time”. He was method- 
cal, Ipersistent, and attended strictly 
o business. He was devoted to his 
vorkland gave unstintingly of his time 
ind Ir.ergy to his teaching and admin- 
strative duties. 

Dean Anderson had a great love of 
eachlng. “It is doubtful whether the 
aovijice ever had an equal to him in 
: he teaching of mathematics”, says Car- 
si yle Allison in an editorial in The Win- 
ipeg Tribune. He had the gift of 
implifying and illuminating mathe- 
latica! problems for non-mathematical 
unds and with that he combined per- 
■rverance and kindly interest in his 
udents. “He had a keen probing 
tind, an independent spirit, a sharp 
n Ud sometimes penetrating sense of 
■■amour, easy accessibility to all stu¬ 
dents, these are the things which will 
:s Dean Anderson remembered by 
la, ’ !S students”, says the University stu- 
re, -nts, paper, The Manitoban. 

Dean Anderson made his contribu- 
m to the college and the University 
tdc a witler field. His wide knowledge 
>ohd experience and exceptional mem¬ 


ory were of great value in the direction 
of college affairs. His colleagues in the 
Mathematics department state that 
they have never worked under anyone 
more cooperative. As an administrator 
he was respected for all his decisions, 
which were based on “a profound 
sense of justice”. He was a member of 
both the University Council and the 
Senate of the University of Manitoba 
as representative of his affiliated col¬ 
lege. For twenty years he was chairman 
of the Mathematical Division of the 
Manitoba High School Examination 
Board. 

As a youth Dean Anderson was inter¬ 
ested in sports and he played soccer, 
basketball, and hockey. In his capacity 
as faculty representative on the Uni¬ 
versity Athletic Directorate he travelled 
with the Allan Cup team to Ottawa in 
1928 and the rugby team to Vancouver 
in 1930. 

Dean Anderson’s deep concern for 
education and his interest in his stu¬ 
dents was reflected in the bursaries 
and scholarships which he established 
for about twenty or thirty deserving 
students. His enjoyment of the out-of- 
doors and his love of growing things 
were reflected in his beautiful garden. 
He used to grow as many as eight hun¬ 
dred plants a year and his home was 
surrounded by a blaze of color. 

Dean Anderson was married to Miss 
Helena Kennedy, in 1916. She is 
remembered by the students who knew 
her as an interested and friendly 
hostess. Mrs. Anderson died in 1940. 

Dean “O.T.” Anderson will be fond¬ 
ly remembered by several thousands 
of students who came in personal con¬ 
tact with him and benefited from his 
teaching and kindly interest, through¬ 
out his long career. 

YV. KRISTJANSON 


28 


THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 


Winter 


AXEL VOPNFJORD 

il; 


It has often been said that the true 
measure of a man’s worth is to be 
found in the quality of the work he 
has performed or the institutions he 
has built or taken a leading part in 
building. Using that as the yardstick 
it is not difficult to judge the merits of 
the service which Axel Vopnfjord, a 
teacher of Winnipeg, has rendered for 
a number of years. Through that ser¬ 
vice one can vision the qualities of 
mind. 

Axel Vopnfjord came to the atten¬ 
tion of Steve Melnyk, feature writer 
of The Winnipeg Tribune, who writes 
a special series under the name “The 
Third Dimension”. This term includes 
all Canadians who are of neither Bri¬ 
tish nor French descent, thus the third 
element in the population of Can¬ 
ada. Men and women are selected for 
the series who have made valuable 
contributions to the building of Can¬ 
ada and the moulding of her people. 

The article on Axel Vopnfjord ap¬ 
peared in the Saturday edition of Nov. 
22, 1958. It centres around the Techn¬ 
ical-Vocational High School of Win¬ 
nipeg, which was opened in the fall 
of 1951. It is reported that the school 
was the dream child of R. J. Johns, 
then Director of Technical Education 
in Manitoba. The three-way purpose of 
the school was “to turn out good 
craftsmen, scholars and citizens”. 

Steve Melnyk says: 

“For its educational scope and its 
facilities to provide topnotch instruc¬ 
tion within that scope, Tec-Voc is 
probably unsurpassed on the American 
continent. . . 

“With the early staff of approximat¬ 
ely seven teachers instructing 150 stu¬ 
dents, Axel Vopnfjord taught math¬ 
ematics and science. Today 50 teachers 


or 



Axel Vopnfjord p( 


instruct over 1100 students and a 1 
ther 1900 attend evening classes® 
adult education. Mr. Vopnfjord 
tinues teaching mathematics 
science during day studies; he is i 
principal of TecVoc’s evening clifl 
“As one on a team behind ‘an 
periment’ as Tec-Voc was ternrn 
the start, Mr. Vopnfjord had a I) 
ground of experience not only in te 
ing but also in evaluating the a 
good citizenship demands”. 

As one of the “Third 
mension” who has taught 
rural schools in Manitoba, in coil 
politan Winnipeg, and on exchanj I 
the State of Washington, Axel VB 
fjord has firmly established in histH 
what he considers “musts’ for new 
ers or New Canadians, as they an 
appropriately called. The first “d J 
for the immigrant he points ou« 
Mr. Melnyk is a knowledge of ha 
lish, a second is “knowledge ota-5 
new land in which he finds hiiii t0] 
The emphasis which Mr. Vopnl 0 . 
places on these two essentials for| ot 




THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 


,'r 1 


newiomers is something all will read¬ 
ily Understand who for the last decade 
or two have seen him in action. Mr. 
Vopnijord has been on the Editorial 
Board of The Icelandic Canadian, a 
magazine serving one of Canada’s 
ethnic groups, for many years and for 
two tears was Chairman of the Board, 
j 4s tie representative of the Magazine 
lie has attended meetings of the Can- 
| ada Press Club, an organization of all 
t the Ithnic papers and periodicals in 
Winnipeg. There he has contacted 
editors of other ethnic publications 
P md in that way his conviction has been 


OUR WEST COAST ICELANDIC 
POET HONOURED 



an 


- Mrs. Jakobina Johnson 

On October 24 last Mrs. Jakobina 
ohnson, the gifted poet and lecturer 
’f Seattle, Wash., passed the 75th mile- 
tone in a life which may truly be said 
0 t> e dedicated. A lyric poet, she has 
lot only given expression to her in¬ 
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strengthened as to the foremost needs 
for the newcomer to Canada. 

We of the Editorial Board want to be 
modest in our appraisal of the work of 
a fellow member on the Board. Axel’s 
editorials speak for themselves. In dis¬ 
cussions on policy his judgement has 
always been sound, and in his criticism 
of material submitted or in admin¬ 
istrative detail he has been singularly 
objective. We need not go further; we 
need but state that we concur in 
Steve Melnyk’s assessment of the sound¬ 
ness of the rules that Axel Vopnfjord 
has laid down. —W. J. L. 


most thoughts and dreams in beautiful 
Icelandic poetry but has also selected 
other gems of Icelandic poetry and 
translated them into English, and in 
those translations has fully qualified 
within the Rossetti tradition, a trans¬ 
mission of a good poem in one langu¬ 
age into a good poem in another. Few 
poets are thus doubly gifted as trans¬ 
lating calls for other qualities than 
those of the poet who lavishes his 
thoughts in the language closest to his 
heart. 

But of equal merit, and perhaps of 
greater value to posterity, has been 
Jakobina’s interpretation to the Am¬ 
erican and Canadian public of the 
finest in Icelandic culture. Mrs. John¬ 
son has delivered countless lectures on 
Icelandic language, poetry and history 
in different parts of the United States 
and Canada. This is missionary work 
of a high order and the appreciation 
of it came into the open in a celebra¬ 
tion which was staged ,in Seattle just 
five days before the three-quarter cen¬ 
tury mark was reached. The gathering 
was not limited to a few friends and 
Icelandic admirers. It was under the 
auspices of the Seattle Chapter of the 
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American-Scandinavian Foundation; 
Vestri, the chapter in Seattle of the 
Icelandic National League; and the 
Women’s organization in Seattle call¬ 
ed “Eining”. There was one unique 
feature about this celebration. Over 
one-hundred letters were received 
from all parts of the world and they 
are being bound into a portfolio for a 
permanent record. These letters and 


the appreciation to which the gathj 
ing bore witness are a very fittil 
testimonial to the high esteem in wk| 
Jakobina Johnson..is held, by peoj 
near and far, for her life’s work. 1| 
portfolio will be a source of comtl 
in the twilight years to the poet, 
lecturer, the lover of all that is beil 
iful. The portfolio should eventu; . 
find a permanent resting place ii | 
library here or in Iceland. — W. J. I » 


Internationally Known Jurist on the Claim of ‘ 
Iceland to Extended Territorial Wafeg 


The Carnegie Endowment for Inter¬ 
national Peace publishes a booklet of 
about 250 pages five times a year under 
the title “International Conciliation”. 
Each issue is devoted to a single topic, 
and is written by a specialist in that 
field. 

The November 1958 issue is on the 
“Law of the Sea”, a most timely sub¬ 
ject for Icelanders and others interest¬ 
ed in coastal fisheries. The author is 
Max Sorensen, an internationally 
known Danish jurist. The Editor-in- 
chief of International Conciliation 
says of Max Sorensen; 

“He brings to his appraisal the in¬ 
sights not only of a lawyer but of a 
political scientist and expert in inter¬ 
national affairs. He is Professor of 
Public Law at the University of 
Aarhus.” 

Max Sorensen makes the following 
very realistic and eminently fair com¬ 
mentary on the claim by Iceland of 
the right unilaterally to extend its ter¬ 
ritorial waters to 12 miles. 

“The situation remains as ILC* des¬ 
cribed it—state practice is not uniform 

* International Law Commissions, set up by 
the General Assembly of the UN to further 
the “progressive development" of Internation¬ 
al Law. 


F 

and certain States object to a territo a 
sea wider than 3 miles. On the o; 1 
hand there also remains the positioi w 
confirmed by the overwhelming i u rr 
ity of the governments represent b 
the Conference, that no state is fj 
titled to extend its territorial sett a 
yond twelve miles. Even with this |« B 
firmly established, the need for a t I< 
al settlement of the remaining ! li 
issues is as great as ever. It iis fair t w 
surne, however, that after the Coum 
ence the three-mile rule can n th 
again be taken into consideration fi: 
possible element of any negotiated gr 
tion. Future negotiations are fit 
to start where the deliberations ot St 
Conference ended—that is, by acJai 
ing the maximum breadth of six n sei 
combined with certain exclusive qu 
ing rights beyond that limit. It co 
also have to be borne in mind tli bu 
time goes on, the chance of inch ed 
states adopting a twelve-mile ifre 
to withdraw from that limit are I fee 
to diminish rather than increase, mi 
Furthermore, the trend to < P r < 
the limits of sovereignty or exilEu 
jurisdiction of coastal states gocJ r a 
The Geneva Conference failed to a m a 
any recommendation that governnP rc 
not raise new claims before a .Jin' 
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conference could make another- effort 
atlreaching a solution; and certain 
states have not delayed in taking uni¬ 
lateral action. A special case is that of 

I Iceland which, as' mentioned preVious- 
" ly,Bdep en ds on fisheries for its very 

existence. It is a fact that.certain species 
of fish in the sea around Iceland, such 
as haddock, plaice, and halibut, have 

II been seriously menaced by over-fishing. 

i The Icelandic government has striven 
for years, without success, to obtain 
international recognition of its claim 
to exclusive rights over the fishing 

(grounds around Iceland, for the pur¬ 
pose of keeping foreign trawlers away 

ii and thereby protecting the stock. In 
oi 1952 the area of exclusive fishing rights 
in was I extended from three to four 
a miles, measured from long straight 
a baselines. The reaction of the British 
s fishisig industry, which was directly 
a affected by this measure, was to close 
pi British ports to the landing of fish from 
ei Icelandic trawlers. The ban was not 
1; lifted until 1956, when an agreement 
t< was I reached under which the four- 
ii! mile limit was accepted de facto. In 
nithe (meantime, however, the Icelandic 
a fishing industry, which had made 
1 great progress in the processing of 
xi fish,Bound new markets in the United 
o!States and the Soviet Union. The Ice¬ 
landic government refrained from as- 
i sertmg wider claims as long as the 

question of the territorial sea was under 
i consideration in the United Nations, 
i but Ivhen the Geneva Conference end¬ 
ued inconclusively on this point, it felt 
freelnot to wait any longer. With ef- 
1 feet If ram September 1958, a twelve- 
;e.mile limit was proclaimed. Formal 
ci protests were lodged by a number of 
European countries and, within the 
framework of NATO, attempts were 
made during August to find a com¬ 
promise solution, mainly along the 
. lines of the United States proposal at 
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the (Geneva Conference, combined with 
certain conservation measures. The Ice¬ 
landic government was unwilling to 
accept any compromise and took steps 
to enforce the tw'elv'e-mile limit. Most 
other governments whose trawlers are 
fishing around Iceland advised them 
to stay outside the new limit, but the 
British government afforded naval 
protection to assert the traditional 
right of British trawlers to fish up to 
the previous four mile limit. 

Unilateral acts purporting to sub¬ 
mit areas of the high seas to the 
exclusive jurisdiction of the coastal 
state must, in general, be considered in¬ 
compatible with the principles of inter¬ 
national law, and a country whose 
rights are violated by such measures is 
entitled to take protective action. The 
difficulty in the Icelandic case is the 
extraordinary importance of fishing to 
the whole economy of the country. 
Hard cases make bad laws, and an 
equitable solution of the Icelandic is¬ 
sue might involve a departure from 
the principles that would generally 
be applicable to such unilateral acts. 
However that may be, the dispute is 
an unfortunate consequence of the fact 
that the Geneva Conference failed to 
settle the breadth of the territorial sea 
and exclusive fishing zones”. 

The heavy type is that of this writer. 
It does appear that Mr. Sorensen has 
suggested a very sound position for 
Iceland to take, viz., that the “extra¬ 
ordinary importance of fishing” to the 
whole economy of Iceland calls for an 
exception to the usual objection to 
unilateral action in international dis¬ 
putes. 

In the same issue there is a very il¬ 
luminating commentary on “The Legal 
Concept of the Continental Shelf”, the 
right to mineral wealth in land under 
waters close to the coast. This will be 
discussed in the next issue. —W. J. L. 
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uke yHuJic Selection 


We are happy to be able to make 
a music selection which is most ap¬ 
propriate for this issue of the maga¬ 
zine. It is regrettable that the music 
composition could not be printed 
across the page but that could not be 
done without reducing the size in 
which case the words and even the 
notes would have been difficult to 
read. 

THE AUTHOR 

The author of the poem is Asa fra 
Asum. Her Christian name is Asa and 
she was born at Asum in Hunavatns- 
sysla in Iceland. Her parents are Jon 
Gislason and Anna Jonsdottir. In 1942 
Asa graduated from Teachers College 
in Reykjavik. Later she went to the 
United States and in 1947 got her 
Master’s Degree in Education and 
Psychology at the University of North 
Dakota. She went back to Iceland and 
taught school for some years. 

But the scene changes. She married 
Ingvi Glafsson, who is in the govern¬ 
ment service in Reykjavik. According 
to custom she is either Asa fra Asum or 
Asa Jonsdottir in Iceland but Mrs. 
Ingvi Olafsson in the English language 
world. Though Fru Asa changed oc¬ 
cupations she fortunately has not dis¬ 
carded her gift of writing poetry. 

THE COMPOSER OF THE MUSIC 

The composer of the music is 
Thordis Louise, daughter of the late 
Nikolas and Anna Ottenson of Win¬ 
nipeg. 

When only eight years old Louise 
started to play the organ and at the 
age of 13 was taking piano lessons 


from the late Jonas Palsson. When 
she took lessons on the pipe or; 
from the brilliant pipe organ plal 
the late Fred M. Gee. Later she 
tinued her studies on the pipe or 
in Minneapolis. 

Louise taught music for some y 
in Winnipeg and in 1927 moved! 
Los Angeles and a year later o 
rnenced studies in advanced t it 
and music composition with Dr. 'M 
Carr Moore, recognized a leading opl 
composer of the United States, j 
completed a three year course in t it 
and harmony in a year and a half! 

Louise, now Mrs. Steinthor C 
munds, has close to 50 music comp] 
tions to her credit. In a contest in ( 
ifornia in 1940 she was awarded i 
prize for “The Spinner’s Song”, a li 
composed by her cousin, the 
known author, Laura Goodman Sal 
son. 

In March 1930 Louise married Si 
thor Gudmunds. For some years 1 1 
lived in Blaine, Wash., but at pres 
reside at 3039 Hillegass Ave., Berkel 
Cal. They have two sons: Steinthor 11 
born in 1933, who was an aviator I 
the U. S. navy for four years and is r I 
attending the University of Califo: 
in Los Angeles; and Vilmar Nib 
born in 1935, at present in the l 
Air Force, missiles division, and I 
stationed in Formosa. 

THE TRANSLATOR 

The translator is Jakobina Join’ 
the well known poet, translator ■ 
lecturer of Seattle, Wash. She needs 
introduction to the readers of this n 
azine. 


J o'I i 
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kota and in Manitoba he deliver* 
lecture at the University, his topic! 
ing The Depth and Breadth of C'l 
ada. 

The following da) a luncheon 
tendered in his honor by the Icelan 1 
National League, with Dr. Rich! 
Beck, league president, presidijj 
Greetings were brought by Hon. CI 
Roblin, premier of the province. fc 

A feature was a message of welcol 
by Hon. Dr. George Johnson, mem 
of the legislature for Gimli consiA 
ency in which Dr. Stefansson’s bill 
place is located, and also Manitol 
Minister of Health. 

g 

In his reply Dr. Stefansson re* 
isced on his early years, his first! 
tempts at exploration and the nt£ 
Canadian leaders with whom he c» 
in contact, particularly the then prii 
minister of Canada Rt. Hon. Sir! 
bert Borden. He noted specifically^ 
had then also made the acquaint# 
of the then premier of Manitoba, Ha 
Sir Rodnrond Roblin, grandfathei 
the present premier. 

The visit to Arnes, birthplace oil 
noted explorer was made by mt| 
from Winnipeg. Dr. and Mrs. Stef* 
son along with other members of 
motorcade were guests at a dinneil 
their honor at Geysir, tendered by I 
branch there of the Icelandic N a tic a 
League. 

Dr. and Mrs. Stefansson subseqml 
ly returned to their home in ■ 
York. —T.O.S.T. 

- F 

S 

Llewellyn, 15-year-old son of n 
Ralston Hunter and Mrs. Hu F 
(Bjorg Axdal, formerly of Wynya 
Sask.), of Vancouver, B. C., woi A 
scholarship award last summer for < J 
eral proficiency in passing from Gi r 
10 at Killarney school in Vancouvt J 


DR. VILHJALMUR STEFANSSON 
VISITS NORTH DAKOTA 
AND MANITOBA 


Dr. Vilhjalmur Stefansson 

At the invitation of the University 
of North Dakota and University of 
Manitoba, Dr. Vilhjalmur Stefansson, 
noted Icelandic explorer and author, 
with Mrs. Stefansson, came from his 
New York home in November to lec 
ture and to tour the state and province 

Dr. Stefansson was invited to partici¬ 
pate in the 75th anniversary celebra¬ 
tion of the University of North Da¬ 


r 
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ll! Dr Niels Dungal, Director of the 
lsl Dejfcrtment of Pathology in the Uni- 
' l)r: verity of Iceland arrived in San Fran- 
ft cisco, in time for the Fall semester, as 
guest Professor at the University of 
^California. He leaves in January. 

I P|]l Dungal, Dr. Niels Dungal’s 
111 nephew, arrived at the same time. He 
c is a student in horticulture, specializ- 

ing lilt orchid culture and while here 
attended the Rod MacLellan Nursery 
' in South San Francisco. 

l.i 

Sturgeir Jonsson from Vik in Myr- 
dal pnd his wife Ingibjorg of Reykja¬ 
vik,Icame in September. He is on a two 
year Fullbright Scholarship to Stan- 
!l ford University, Palo Alto (about fifty 

II miles south of San Francisco.) 

j On the 24th of October the Icelandic 
^ Society of Northern California held a 
Masquerade Party and Dance at the 
j Bjornson’s Hall, Oakland, California. 
Ladies first and second prizes for 
costumes were Indian and Gypsy,—the 
' men’s Viking and Spanish, respectively. 

' A good time was had by all. 

Tfie annual election of officers took 
place at the Swedish Hall on Market 
Srteet, San Francisco, Sunday after¬ 
noon November 16th. The presiding 
uiPresident Dr. K. S. Eymundson was un¬ 
it animously re-elected; Vice President, 
oiMax Knight; Recording Secretary, 
Ralph Johnson; Corresponding Sec., 
k re elected unanimously, Mrs. Bjorgvin 
rt Johnson, (Thorley); Treasurer, Ingvi 


Baldwinson; Local Publicity, Halldor 
Helgasson; Foreign Publicity, Louise 
Gudmunds. The President appointed 
Mrs. Ray Bushnell (Jennie) as Food 
Chairman for the year, and Mrs. Max 
Knight (Svava Danielson of Blaine) as 
Decorating Chairman; Mrs. John Mac¬ 
Leod (Gudrun Jonsdottir of Reykja¬ 
vik), Serving Chairman; Halldor 
Helgason, Property Custodian. 

Early this fall, Ralph Johnson, who 
is a commercial artist, contributed a 
handsome letterhead to the Society, 
for which much appreciation has been 
voiced. It includes a picture of the 
statue of Ingolfur Arnason, first settler 
in Iceland. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carlos Kruytbosch are 
new residents in Berkeley. Carlos is 
enrolled at the University of California 
working for his Ph.D. in sociology. He 
is a Flollander by birth and his father 
is the Consul-General for the Nether¬ 
lands in Vancouver, B.C., Canada. His 
wife is Edith, second daughter of Mar¬ 
tin and Freda Olafson of Winnipeg 
but recently of Vancouver. Dorothy, 
her sister, expects to arrive here some¬ 
time around the Christmas Holidays. 
She will be remembered as the winner 
of the Diamond Medal some years ago 
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for being the fastest typist in the Dam- soring her across the boundary lb 
inion of Canada. Bechtel Engineering She will be in their employ. 
Company of San Francisco are spon- Louise Gudmui 


SIGHT and INSIGHT 

From the Icelandic of FRIDJON STEFANSSON 
Translated by BOGI BJARNASON 


An old and battered pick-up truck 
is making its way over the pitted road 
along the strand. In the cab, alongside 
the driver, sits a Faroese girl, by name 
Kristine Jensen. Small, dark of com¬ 
plexion, with a conspicuous birthmark 
over the right eye, she is clad in a tat¬ 
tered coat—a rather homely girl of 
diffident mien. She has set out on her 
journey homeward after the summer s 
stint as serving-girl at the rural stead 
denominated The Holm. In her lap 
is a bag holding her effects, including 
her pay for the season’s work. She is 
scheduled to board a fishing vsesel for 
the overseas lap. Nostalgic fervor in¬ 
vests her, but the driver has desisted 
from trying to maintain conversation 
and concentrates his attention on the 
rutty road. His is not an easy task. 

The truck is soon out of sight of the 
stead as it rounds a curve. But by the 
barn door stands a young man who ap¬ 
pears ito gaze after it. He is of sturdy 
build, if pale of countenance, and of 
striking appearance as he leans against 
the stone wall of the barn. A short 
while ago he had clasped the hand 
of the departing girl, and felt the 
warmth of her palm against his. Then 
the door of the truck-cab had closed 
with a bang, and in its way had said: 
Never-more! 

For the space of a summer they—he 
and the girl—had worked side-by-side. 
Her proximity had been balm to his 
soul; her sweet voice and song now 


reverberated in his consciousness. $1 
had told him about her homeland, t! 
gale-battered isles set in the midst 
the ocean, their beauty in sunn: 
dress, where lush hillsides slanted dot 
to an azure sea. All that she had sal 
was interesting; she herself was inttl 
esting, almost an adventure. 

Now she was gone, this object of 1 
virginal love. He would never see k 
again. 

The people had said—the people 
the stead—that she was homely. He 
could they say that! They had also d i 
rided and mimicked her manner 
speech. Yet her expressions were a 
and pretty, if tinged with a foreij ] 
accent. Had they not noted the timl 
of her voice, so sweet and soothii 
like the murmur of a brook? 

“Mine fair homeland . . .” 

Thus she had sung, and this nol 
echoed in his mind, only to die air 
like the gleam of a candle that is 1 
ing carried off in the dark of nigl 

Before him is the stark reality: Kii'j 
tine is gone. Even the rattle of t 
truck has subsided in the distance, 

The gentle southwind caresses ■ 
face of the youth, lifting a stray for 
lock from his brow. He turns towai 
the hills looming in the north, draw 
in mantles of blue haze. The tang 
autumn assails his nostrils, and in ■ 
distance the bleat of sheep may 
heard. 

Up there, well within the confin 
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of the hills, are the lush dales described 
iijthe tales of adventure, greensward 
and copse, and water-brooks whose 
mSrmurs are like her voice. There 
he builds his castles, with Kristine the 
mistress. Such will be his dreams as 
he silently goes about his chores—.tot¬ 
ing! the fodder from the hayloft to the 
kine in the dark but pleasantly warm 
barn He knows every turn and corner 
of this barn as he knows the shape of 



The following are excerpts from let¬ 
ters received by The Icelandic Cana¬ 
dian. There is appreciation of the mag¬ 
azine, which is gratifying, and there is 
constructive criticism, which is wel¬ 
come. All the correspondents have the 
best interests of the magazine at heart. 

(A free translation) 
many .thanks for the copies of The 
Icelandic Canadian, which I have read 
with interest and pleasure. The mag¬ 
azine appears to be a worthwhile 
publication and I see where it could 
have a strong influence on those of the 
younger generations who do not speak 
Icelandic but nevertheless have a warm 
regard for Iceland. 

—Einar Sveinsson,, 

Reykjavik, Iceland 
★ 

Ilsure enjoy the magazine very much 
and would not be without it. It certain¬ 
ly is interesting and it keeps us in 
touch with Icelanders all over the 
world. -Mrs. W. C. Allan, 

13 Mellick Ave. Kenora Ont. 
★ 

My thanks for your note and copy 
of alie Icelandic Canadian. It appears 
to be very well done throughout, re¬ 
flecting credit on all concerned . . . 
The meat in this issue, as in the others 


his palm. He can dream that even the 
impossible may come to pass. 

A sigh escapes him as he turns to¬ 
wards the house, and proceeds to make 
his fumbling way, slowly, tentatively. 
Near the doorway of the house his 
foot encounters a block of firewood 
and he stumbles. Picking himself up 
he feels for the jamb and blinks his 
eyes—those blue-grey eyes that have 
never known the light of day. 



that I have seen, is news of what up- 
and-coming people of Icelandic origin 
are doing. —Bogi Bjarnason, 

Cultus Lake, B. C. 

★ 

I have no special complaint to make 
about the Icelandic Canadian magazine 
except that it features chiefly the third 
and fourth generation of Icelandic ori¬ 
gin in this country, people about whose 
family connections I know nothing at 
all. The magazine contains little for 
the benefit of the rising generation 
concerning Iceland’s role in world af¬ 
fairs. Instead, there are chiefly reports 
on scholastic standings and university 
degrees. We wish to retain our as¬ 
sociation with Iceland and things Ice¬ 
landic to the very end. 

—H. E. Magnusson, 

Seattle, Washington 
★ 

Your investment of your time in the 
magazine surely will pay satisfactory 
spiritual dividends. We—2 were always 
happy that we made the trip to Ice¬ 
land at that historic time. It gave us 
and opportunity to continually empha¬ 
size the fact that Iceland ranks with 
Denmark as a leader in eugenic 
thought. —C. M. Goethe, 

Sacramento, California 
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Beautiful and Penetrating Messages 


Rannveig K. G. Sigbjornsson, of 
Foam Lake, Sask., an author and a 
frequent contributor to the Icelandic 
Weeklies, has the somewhat rare abil¬ 
ity of being able, on one occasion, to 
paint a beautiful word picture, and on 
another occasion to give expression 
to her thoughst in forceful figures of 
speech. Here are two examples. 

WOODS AND MEADOWS 

“Let me feel Thy Presence, 

Let me know Thy love, 

Let me see Thy beauty. 

Shining from above.” 

Once when walking by myself up 
north on our Homestead—it was early 
in June, I saw among the trees, near 
an open meadow, a semi-circle of 
violets among a thickly grown, level 
space of green grass. Within the circle 
of the violets was a big and beautiful 
dandelion shining his golden crown 
all around him and looking toward the 
blue sky and white clouds jailing along 
in the azure heavens. The green grass 
was soft and the trees waved their love¬ 
ly foliage. The woods breathed the 
fragrance of spring. 

The semi-circle of violets reminded 
me of a choir in church and the dande¬ 
lion seemed (to me to represent the 
man of God delivering his message to 
the people. The green grass represent¬ 
ed the people. 

It was a beautiful day. We have had 
many such days and this one seemed 
to me to be among the best. 

The tall trees across the meadow 
fitted most beautifully into the scene. 
Away up near the top somewhere 
among the waving, green foliage was 


the soloist Robin Redbreast. He sail* 
with main and might. 

CHEER UP! CHEER UP! CHE| 
UP! CHEER UP! 

—R.K.Gsj 

i 

THE CROWN OF ICELAND i 

The Passion Hymns of HallgrJ j 
Petursson is the crown of Iceland 
the Christian era. 

—R.K.G.S 


DR. EDWARD JOHNSON 
ELECTED TO HIGH POST 



1 

Dr. Edward Johnson c 

Dr. Edward Johnson of Selkirk > j 
elected president of the Manitfl 
Medical Association at the annual oi 
vention in Winnipeg last fall. ! “ 
Johnson, who succeeds Dr. C. 
Schoemperlen of Winnipeg, remainsL 
the post for one year. The associaii 
includes practising physicians in 
Province of Manitoba and has raj 
than one thousand members. 
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IN THE NEWS . . . 


GIMLS HONORS DR. GEORGE 
JOHNSON, Minister of Health 
and Public Welfare 

S More than 400 Gimli citizens filled 
Gimli Canadian Legion hall Sept 26, 
to honor Hon. Dr. George Johnson, 
Manitoba Minister of Health and 
Public Welfare, and Mrs. Johnson 
' prior to their leaving to make their 
s home in Winnipeg. 

The gathering was an expression of 
appreciation and affection for Dr. 
Johnson who had been a resident phys¬ 
ician there lor the past eight years in 
partnership with Dr. Jonas Johnson 
who has taken over the practice. 

Eric Stefanson, MP for Selkirk fed¬ 
eral constituency, was chairman and 
presented Dr. Johnson with a brief¬ 
case and an engraved watch on behalf 
of hjis friends. Dr. P. H. T. Thorlak- 
son, Winnipeg, president of the board 
of directors of Betel, home for senior 
citizens, was princijral speaker, pay¬ 
ing (tribute to Dr. Johnson’s work as 
physician to the home as well as in 
other fields. 

(loot! wishes were extended to Dr. 
Johnson by Barney Egilson, mayor of 
Gimli, S. J. Stefanson, reeve of the 
Rural Municipality of Gimli, Allan 
Bailey, president of Gimli Chamber 
of Commerce, Oli Narfason, vice-pres¬ 
ident of the Gimli Kinsmen Club, J. 
(| H. Menzies who spoke on behalf of 
Gimli branch of the Canaclain Legion, 
also j on behalf of Gimli Lutheran 
Church in which Dr. Johnson was a 
member of the board, and by Dr. F. 
I E- Warriner of Sandy Hook. 

Miss Sigga Hjartarson, matron of 
n betel, presented Dr. Johnson with a 
gladstone bag, a gift from the res¬ 


idents of the home; many of whom 
were present. 

To Mrs. Johnson was presented a 
spoon by Mrs. S. J. Tergesen on be¬ 
half of Gimli Women’s Institute in 
which Mrs. Johnson had been an active 
member,while Mrs. R. Howard present¬ 
ed her with a table setting of crystal- 
ware and an engraved watch on behalf 
of the community. 

Squadron Leader Russell, chief ad¬ 
ministrative officer of the Royal Can¬ 
adian Air Force Station at Gimli, spoke 
on behalf of RCAF personnel. 

A letter of appreciation from Dr. S. 
O. Thompson of Riverton, Dr. John¬ 
son’s predecessor in the Manitoba 
Legislature and a personal friend of 
long standing, was read by the chair¬ 
man. Refreshments and a dance fol¬ 
lowed the formal ceremonies. 

Dr. Johnson was elected Progressive 
Conservative member of the Manitoba 
Legislature in the provincial election 
last spring and subsequently named 
health minister in the Roblin Govern¬ 
ment. While discontinuing perman¬ 
ent residence. Dr. and Mrs. Johnson 
are retaining their summer home at 
Gimli. 

★ 

A GIFTED CONSTABLE 

Constable George Sveinbjornson, 
sounded the bugle call at the 24th op¬ 
ening of the Canadian parliament. He 
was one of a detachment of Royal Can¬ 
adian Mounted Police officers who 
escorted Governor-General Rt. Hon. 
Vincent Massey on this occasion of 
state. 

While with the RCMP in Regina 
the winter of 1956-57 George served 
as trumpeter with the detachment’s 
brass band, won two awards for swim- 
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ming and an honor award as a hoi 
man. 

After being recommended for 
famous RCMP musical ride orgai 
ation he as transferred to Ottj 
where he completed his training i 
graduated as a member of the 
nowned force. 

In June of 1958 he was transfer] 
to Montreal where he now soundsi 
bugle for the flag-raising cererna 
a ritual exclusive to the RCMP i 
a tourist attraction which draiws vi 
ors out to view the daily performs] 
at 7 a.m. 

George was born in Thing* 
settlement near Churchbridge, Sa 
the son of Eyolfur Sveinbjornson i 
the former Mararet Lowenburgei. 
paternal grandparents were Gudmni 
ur and Thuridur Sveinbjornson. 
mundur was the son of Gudmum 
Sveinbjornson and Gudrun Thorstei 



YOU LIKE IT-IT LIKES YOU 


Three Good 
Hotels . . . 


LELAND HOTEL 
William & Albert 


K1RKFIELD HOTEL 

Portage at Parkdale 
Kirkfield Park, Man. 


McLaren hotel 

Main & Rupert 


Fred Dangerfield 
Jas. Dangerfield 
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dottir, and Thuridur the daughter of 
Ejollur Hinrikson and Ingibjorg 
Bmrnsdottir, all pioneer settlers of 
the Thingvalla settlement. 

★ 

APPOINTED TO IMPORTANT 

POST 



James Fulton Miller 


James Fulton Miller C.A., was recent¬ 
ly appointed Administrator of Green, 
Blankstein, Russell and Associates, 
Architects and Consulting Engineers, 
with head office in Winnipeg and 
branch offices in Regina, Calgary and 
Ottawa. 

Mi Miller graduated from Daniel 
McIntyre Institute and served his 
chartered accountancy articles with a 
prominent Winnipeg firm. Before join¬ 
ing Green, Blankstein and Russell, he 
was Assistant-Treasurer with Bristol 
Aircraft (Western) Limited. 

■Hr. Miller is married and has one 
child. His maternal grandparents were 
the late Steingrimur and Thorun Thor- 
| f’rinkon of Winnipeg. 
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Dr. Thorvaldur Johnson 

Dr. Thorvaldur Johnson, knows 
one of the world’s leading author!)! 
on cereal rusts and rust genetics,jj 
October was awarded a fellowship 
the Agricultural Institute of Caul 
at a meeting of the Winnipeg Braijj 
The award was in recognition ofl 
many scientific contributions Dr. Jcis 
son has made and credits him id 
contributing more to the understa.-! 
ing of cereal rust problems than>i 
other Canadian. i 

Son of the late Sigurjon and Gud“ 
Thorvaldsdottir Johnson, long resii“ 
at Odda in the Arnes district in M f 
toba, Dr. Johnson was born then) 
1897. Receiving his elementary t 
cation in Manitoba he attended ' e 
University of Saskatchewan and P 
versity of Minnesota and received^ 
Doctor of Philosophy degree from|i 
latter in 1930. 11 

Dr. Johnson has since 1925 been / 
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Margaret Mary Britnell 

Margaret Mary Britnell is the winner 
■T a Provincial scholarship from 
Queen University, Kingston. The 
tree-year scholarship is for $1800.00 
ipjus travelling expenses. Miss Britnell, 
1|! ;venteen-year-old daughter of Profes- 
>r g| E. Britnell and Mrs. Britnell, of 
jf 121 Elliot St., Saskatoon, Sask., has a 
Jolstinguished record of scholarship 
ahietfement in public and high school, 
r; student of Luther College, Regina, 
i Ir the past three years, she was award- 
1 the Luther College scholarship for 
, irst a ear Arts studies at the college 
n graduating this spring, a scholar- 
iip which she will vacate to accept 
ie Queen’s University award. 

Professor Britnell is the head of the 
department of Economics and Political 
hence at the University of Saskatche¬ 
wan, fend Mrs. Britnell (nee Pauline 
m tay Paulson) is the daughter of the 

te W. H. Paulson and Mrs. Paulson 
t Regina, and Leslie, Sask. 


he Manitoba University plant pathol- 
,o-y laboratory in Winnipeg, in charge 
ince !952. 

★ 

yjrls $1800 SCHOLARSHIP 
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mental Sub-Commander, Chairman of 
the Reception Committee—all respons¬ 
ible and demanding jobs were capably 
filled this year by Ken McNutt. He is 
also an active member of the officers’ 
Christian Union. 

Bonnnissioned as Second-Lieuten¬ 
ant, Kenneth has chosen the United 
States Marine Corps for his career. To 
quote in part from the year-book: “We 
can rest assured that this will make 
the Navy richer by one outstanding 
junior officer.” 
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Iiss Eybjorg Ruth Magnusson 

Miss Eybjorg Ruth Magnusson of 

Churchbridge, Sask., won two awards 
when she graduated from the Yorkton 
General Hospital School of Nursing in 
May, 1958. She was awarded the medal 
for obstetrical technique, donated by 
Dr. H. A. L. Portnuff, and the award 
for devotion to duty given by the 
Business and Professional Women’s 
Club of Yorkton. 

^Hiss Magnusson, one of eleven 
graduates, is the daughter of Mr. and 
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Raymond E. Jonasson 

An announcement from CanaM 
General Electric’s motor and conn 
department notes that Raymond 
Jonasson has been appointed disii 
sales manager, central district, « 
headquarters in Toronto, Ont. 
Jonasson, who joined Canadian 0 
eral Electric in 1949, is a graduate 
mechanical engineering of the Unit 
sity of Saskatchewan. Mr. Jonas 
was born at Wynyard, Sask., and is 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Oli Jonas 
Wynyard; grandparents Johannes! 
Bjorg Jonasson and Saemundur t 
Steinunn Sigurdson, Mountain, N. 
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NEWS SUMMARY 

c 

Norman Gisli Arnason of Vancouv- the University of British Columbia aria 


er, graduate in Electrical Engineering 
from the University of British Colum¬ 
bia, has entered the em,ploy of the 
British Columbia Power Commission. 

His brother, Stefan Baldwin, a grad¬ 
uate in Agriculture in 1945 of the U. 
of B. C., is a Livestock Fieldman at 
Vancouver for the Federal Department 
of Agriculture. 

They are the sons of Mrs. Sigur- 
bjorg (Einarson) Arnason, and the 
late Stefan Arnason of Vancouver, and 
formerly of Piney, Man. 

Norman Gisli was born in Piney, on 
May 18, 1934. The family moved to 
British Columbia in 1937 when he was 
three years of age. He attended Nor- 
quay Public School and King Edward 
High School in Vancouver. He entered 


graduated in Electrical EngineeringJn 
May 21, 1958. t 

Stefan Baldwin was born in Pinca 
on May 22, 1925. He moved with t l 
family to Vancouver in 1937, wherein 
attended public and high school. 0“ 
year after high school graduation, a 
entered the Faculty of Agricultuti 
U. of B. C., graduating in 1948 i; 
a Bachelor of Science degree in \,C 
culture, majoring in Animal H a 
bandry. He was employed by the Pr«l 
incial Department of Agriculture 1 
Assistant District Agriculturist in 
Lower Fraser Valley and Prince Geoi.1 
areas. He joined the Production S J 
vice, Livestock and Poultry Product 1 
Division, Canada Department of A? 1 
culture in 1951, where he is preset I 
employed as Livestook Fieldman. 
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Members of the IcelandicAmerican 
Club of Southern California have an 
admirable journal, the English-lang- 
nagfe Felagsbladid, by means of which 
they are kept informed concerning the 
activities and comings and goings of 
Icelanders there and elsewhere. The 
masthead declares Felagsbladid is 
'published in the interests of more 
good times together,” and its columns 
tellpf gatherings of Icelandic Californ 
ianl of visits by them to Iceland, the 
.Continent and Canada, and of men 
and women coming from Iceland to 
studt or to visit friends and relatives. 


Editor and publisher is Mrs. Gudny 
M. Thorwaldson, 1034 W. 76th St., 
Los Angeles, Cal. 

★ 

Mrs. Ragnhildur Guttormson, of 

Middlechurch, Manitoba, (Mrs. Stefan 
Guttormson) has had a manuscript ac¬ 
cepted for publication by the Ryerson 
Press of Toronto. It is a story with the 
background of the early settlements 
in Manitoba, and is entitled “Ian of 
Red River”. It will be published early 
in the new year. Congratulations to 
Mrs. Guttormson. 


y 

i. 

i. 



en Peace 


shall over 


all the earth 


Its ancient 


splendors fling 


And the whole 


world send back 


Which now the 
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Last summer the three children i 
Rev. ancl Mrs. Eirikur Brynjolfssom 
Vancouver, Gudny, 8 years old, Gi 
mundur, 10, and Brynjolfur, 11 yea 
old, won special awards for hight 
standing in their grades at Cti 
Rhodes School in Vancouver. 


Louise Gudmunds presented a pi 
gram on “Iceland and Its People" 
the Women’s Society of Christian St 
vice of the Trinity Methodist Chun 
in Berkeley, May 29th, 1958. She tol 
about the settlement of Iceland, il 
literature, economics, music and a 
ture, down through the centuries: 
the present time. Asa from Asut 
(Jonsdottir) Mrs. Ingvi Olafsson g> 
a talk on Modern Iceland. Gunnhildi 
Snorradottir Lorensen showed slid 
and explained them. Ingibjorg Gsl 
jonsdottir (Mrs. Ralph Johnson) nuJ 
all the “ponnukokur” pancakes til 
were later served with tea. These thrl 
women wore national dresses that til 
had brought with them from Icelatl 
Mrs. Elvin Kristjansson (Margartl 
Sigmar) sang Icelandic songs. Eiglitl 

five women attended, filling ll 

° 1 

Fellowship Room to capacity. T1 
expressed themselves as being mul 
enlightened and very pleased. Varitl 
works of handicraft in wood, wooltj 

Mr. H. w. Mulhol'and, President of and silver were exhibited. 

O'Keefe Brewing Company (Manitoba) Limit¬ 
ed, has pleasure in announcing that, Mr. 

Ronald A. Owen has been appointed Vice- 
President and General Manager. Mr. Owen 
succeeds Mr. Andy Foulds, who is taking over 
new duties with a related company. 

Mr. Owen served with the Canadian In¬ 
fantry Corps during World War II and as 
a lieutenant with the 27 Brigade in Europe. 

Later, he served as a captain in the militia. 

Mr. Owen was formerly sales manager of 
the company, and has for the past nine years 
been connected with the Canadian Brewing 
industry. 

He is active in Kiwanis, and is a director 
of the Sales and Advertising Club of Winnipeg, 
as well as being a member of the United 
Services Institute of Manitoba. 


868 ARLINGTON ST, 


PHONE SPruce 4-6251 


MR. RONALD A. OWEN 


Mr. and Mrs. Allan Johnson lit 

gone to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, f 
three years. Mr. Johnson, a gradm 
of Brandon College, received a Bai 
elor of Pedagogy degree from the 
versity of Manitoba this year. He #i 
teach science in Ethiopia. His wil 
the former Maureen Sills, is from Kt 
ton and Winnipeg. Enroute they vis] 
ed London, Ireland, Brussels, Pa 
Rome and Athens. See Icel. Can., m 
ter issue of 1957, page 43. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Ben Peterson of 1136 
9th Street, Saskatoon, Sask., celebrated 
their golden wedding anniversary last 
fall Mr. Peterson was born in North 
Dakota and Mrs. Peterson in Iceland. 
T$ey were married in North Dakota. 
Their ten children were present at 
the anniversary celebration. 

* 

Senator G. S. Thorvaldson of Win¬ 
nipeg last fall was appointed a mem¬ 
ber of the Canadian delegation to the 
United Nations. Senator Thorvaldson, 
a Koriner member of the Manitoba 
Legislature and past president of the 
Canadian Chamber of Commerce, was 
appointed to the Canadian Senate a 
year ago. 



Hon. Valdimar Bjornson of Min¬ 
neapolis was re-elected treasurer of the 
state of Minnesota in the recent elec¬ 
tions in the United States. Mr. Bjorn¬ 
son received a large majority over the 
opposing candidate. 
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Toast Master 

MIGHTY FINE BREAD 


Canada Bread Co* Ltd* 

PEIONE SUnset 3-7144 


Hon. Joseph T. Thorson, preside 
of the Exchequer Court of Canada, 0 
tawa, with Mrs. Thorson last sumn 
made a six-month tour of the Conti 
ent and Iceland, primarily to attend 
convention of the International A 
sociation of Jurists of which Mr. Justi 
Thorson has been president since! 
inception in 1952. They spent six di 
in Reykjavik where, among otl 
things, Mr. Justice Thorson was gut 
speaker at a meeting of the Bar I 
sociation of Iceland. He delivered! 
address in Icelandic. 

★ 





ARLINGTON 

PHARMACY 


PRESCRIPTION SPECIALISTS 

POST OFFICE 

Sargent & Arlington, 

Phone SUnset 3-5550 


Winnipeg 


Haraldine Magnusson, winner ot 
Goulet scholarship last year, won 
Legion scholarship at Langruth 
spring, and a Provincial Governnit 
Bursary of $100.00. She is now atten 
ing the Teachers’ College in Winni] 
She is the daughter of Gudmundl 
and Jona (Johnson) Magnusson 
Langruth. See Icel. Can. Winter 19: 
•k 

Mr. and Mrs. Agust Saedal of IVi 
nipeg celebrated their golden weddii 
anniversary in October. Both w 
born in Iceland and came to Canada| 
1908. They have eight children, all 
whom were present for the celebratii 


ALL THE BEST FOR CHRISTMAS 
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BOOK REVIEW 


kiml og haugfe or heibnum 

SIB A ISLANDI. 

Rlykjavi'k; Bokautgafan NorSri, 1956 
(Kjristjan Eldjarn) 

■viewed by RICHARD BECK 

indicated in the preface to this 
comprehensive work, a good deal of 
material on Icelandic archeology has 
previously been publisher, much of it 
ini he Yearbook of the Icelandic Arche- 
ollgi al Society (Arbok fornleifafelags- 
ins) for years edited by Dr. Matthias 
I>6roarson, former director of the Na- 
tiAial Museum, who contributed a 
number of significant articles to the 
Yearbook. 

■flie work under review, written by 
Dr. Kristjan Eldjarn, the present direc- 
tol of the National Museum, is, how¬ 


ever, the first all-inclusive study on 
the subject. Entitled in English “Graves 
and Antiquities from the Heathen 
Period in Iceland”, it includes detailed 
accounts of all such graves found in 
Iceland down to the end of the year 
1955, and is based on personal inspec¬ 
tion of a number of the grave sites, but 
primarily on an extensive and intensive 
examination of all the written sources 
about them as well as of the anitiguities 
discovered themselves. The author also 
presents a general picture of burial 
customs in Iceland before the intro¬ 
duction of Christianity in the year 
1000, describes the objects found in 
the graves, discusses these from a cul¬ 
tural-historical point of view, and re¬ 
lates the style of ancient Icelandic 
ornamentation to similar developments 
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in other Northern lands. 

The book deals specifically With 
Icelandic archeological material from 
the Viking Age, 875—1000, boardlv 
speaking. The material is arranged in 
a particularly clear and orderly fashion, 
eloquently bespeaking the author’s 
splendid grasp of his wide-ranging 
subject of study. 

In the first chapter (“The Discovery 
of Iceland in the Light of Archeology”) 
the author centers his discussion 
around three Roman coins, found in 
eastern Iceland since the turn of the 
cenitury. All three are of the type of 
Roman currency known as Antonianii 
and were coined during the reigns of 
Emperors Aurelianus (270—75), Pro¬ 
bus (267—82), and Diocletianus (284— 
305) respectively. The fundamental 
question is, of course, how these Ro¬ 
man coins found their way to Iceland. 
Dr. Eldjarn thinks it most likely that 
they were brought there by the crew 


of a ship from the fleet of the Rom 
admiral and self-appointed Briii 
"Emperor” Carausius. During his so 
years reign (until his death in 293) J 
tain became a great naval power, a 
his ships ranged widely around Ei 
land and along the Atlantic coast. I 
Eldjarn conjectures that one of tht 
ships may have been driven out of 
course to Iceland and members of 
crew may have left the Roman coins 
question there. This remarkable arc! 
ological find throws a new light 
the pre-history and discovery of l 
land before the arrival of the Not 
settlers in the ninth century. 

Chapter Two contains a list anddi 
criptions of Icelandic graves from t 
Viking Age. These total 246 and hi 
been found in 123 places in vario 
parts of the country, the largest nu 
her in the south, the north, and i 
northeast. Many drawings and exi 
lent illustrations add to the ir.ten 



The Christmas Season is a time for good 
fellowship and well wishing. 

The year 1959 promises to be a prosperous 
one for Canada. The nation's economy is 
expanding at a steady rate and most 
segments of Canada's business hope to 
share in this bright future. 

What of Canadian agriculture—will it 
share in these good times? 

While farmers have made great strides 
in technical efficiency: barns and bins 
are bulging with harvested crops and 
livestock; farmers express anxiety about 
their financial security. 


For the past six years, Canadian farm 
people have faced the same story—that 
the relative position of their industry, 
within the general economy, has declined 
The aim and purpose of those thousands 
of farmers who hold membership in the 
Canadian Wheat Pools is to secure a fair 
share of the national income; a prospect 
which is generally accepted as a reason 
able one. 

To achieve this desirable goal, farmers 
will need the assistance of governments 
and support from business. 

It will be "A Good New Year” for all 
when Canada’s farmers share in the gen 
eral prosperity enjoyed by their country. 


Canadian Wheat Pools 


WHEAT POOL BUILDING 


WINNIPEG, CANADA 
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and impressiveness of this fascinating 
chapter, which constitutes the heart 
of the book and furnishes the foun¬ 
dation for its special and basic contri- 
bjion to the history of Icelandic arche- 
>lot 

Ehapter Three consists of a general 
sulvey of Icelandic burial customs, and 
brings to light some striking facts. 
Thus it appears that cremation was 
unknown in Iceland, not unlikely re- 
llecting Christian influence. Boat- 
grates are also rare in Iceland. Iceland¬ 
ic graves of old are generally character¬ 
ized by simplicity and in that regard 
parallel similar graves from the period 
inElorway and the Norse settlements 
inlShetland, the Orkneys, and Scot¬ 
land, where cremation was also virtual- 
lymmknown. 

’Chapter Four deals in great detail 
with the many kinds of objects found 
in Icelandic graves or separately. These 


consist of such possessions belonging 
to the dead person as a horse or a dog, 
various kinds of weapons and farm 
implements, in the case of the men; 
and correspondingly, in the case of 
the women, especially of ornaments 
treasured by them, such as brooches, 
bracelets, necklaces, and the like. The 
objects -thus unearthed cast much 
light on the daily life and the external 
culture of the age in Iceland. Thus 
richly, illustrated chapter, therefore 
has a particularly great historical 
value. In general Icelandic graves were, 
however, sparingly furnished. In that 
respect too they resemble the most com¬ 
mon graves in western Norway and the 
Norse colonies in Shetland, the Ork¬ 
neys, and Scotland, attesting the racial 
ties and cultural affinities of the Ice-- 
landers with their Norse kinsmen in 
those lands. 

In the fifth chapter Dr. Eldjarn 
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discusses 'the style of Norse ornament¬ 
ation during the Viking Age with 
special reference to Iceland. It is a 
very interesting aspect of Viking cul¬ 
ture, here dealt with concisely and 
penetratingly, the account again en¬ 
livened and enhanced by a number of 
illustrations. 

The same conciseness and penetra¬ 
tion marks the sixth and closing 
chapter, in which the author gathers 
together the general conclusions of his 
extensive and authoritative study, 
which is certainly destined to remain, 
for years to come, the definitive survey 
and source book in the field. His find¬ 
ings establish that Iceland of old be¬ 
longs positively within the cultural 
area of the Norse Viking age. At the 
same time, he rightly emphasizes the 
fact that the Icelanders very early be¬ 


came a separate Norse nation wit) 
their special characteristics and socii 
customs. 

As in his earlier works, Dr. Eldjan 
proves himself here both an excellent 
scholar and an unusually able writer; 
erudition, in the finest sense of tk 
word, and readability of a high ordt 
characterize the book. 

Each chapter is thoroughly doo 
men ted, and there is a very full genet 
al bibliography, with an index in IcJ 
landic, as well as an index to the ten 
and a list of illustrations in English. 

Originally presented as the author 
doctoral dissertation at the Universin 
of Iceland, this very important anl 
beautifully printed book is a splendil 
example of present-day Icelandic schol 
arship at its best, and does honor n 
all concerned. 
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DARKNESS a hazard 
to PEDESTRIANS 

■With darkness coming before most 
people are home from work, the poten¬ 
tial danger to pedestrians increases. 
In the glaring lights of the cities or 
the darkness of country roads, persons 
walking home should not rely on the 


driver to be able to see them. 

Unfortunately, most winter clothing 
is dark and against the dark back¬ 
ground the walker can hardly be seen. 
For your own safety, try to wear some¬ 
thing white, or carry something white 
if you are walking at night. But at all 
times, walk as though you don’t think 
the driver can see you. 
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■An Associated Press news despatch 
from Portoroz in Yugoslavia, appear¬ 
ing in August 19 editions of North 
American newspapers, notes a victory 
in a chess tournament there by an Ice¬ 
lander, FriSrik Olafsson. The news 
item reads as follows: 

■“International chess master Geza 
Fuster, 48, of Toronto, lost Sunday 
to FriSrik Olafsson of Iceland in their 
eighth-round match of the interzonal 
chess tournament. The match was 
started Saturday and adjourned.” 

★ 

BEWARE THE OFFICE PARTY 

HChristmas is a season of generosity, 
but some hosts tend to become too gen¬ 
erous—particularly as far as alcoholic 
beverages are concerned. This applies 
to firms and offices, as well as to pers¬ 
ons in their own homes. 

■In every centre across Canada, police 


forces are cracking down on the office 
Christmas party at which liquor is 
served. One of the worst places to 
spend Christmas is in jail, but safety 
officials have warned that drinking 
drivers will face the risk of having 
their Christmas dinner behind bars— 
cell bars. 

Yet every Christmas, newspapers 
report deaths caused by drunken driv¬ 
ers. All too frequently, it is the in¬ 
nocent bystander or non-drinking 
motorist or passenger who suffers from 
the drunk’s actions. 

Make this a safe Christmas. If you 
drink, take a taxi or a bus. 

★ 

WATCH OUT FOR FIRE 

(Canadian Scene)—Christmas in Can¬ 
ada is a traditional time for candles, 
lights and other ornaments and decor- 
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ations both -inside and outside of the 
home. These gay symbols of the 
Christian feast can carry with them 
tragedy and disaster unless care and 
common sense are used. 

These are some simple safety rules: 

Never place candles close to any 
flammable decorations nor on a 
Christmas tree or wooden or paper 
table centrepieces; 


Never go out or go to sleep leaving 
the Christmas tree lights burning; 

Before you overload your wiring 
system with many Christmas lights, 
have it checked; 

Make sure any decorations you buy 
are marked as being non-inflammable; 

Make sure any Christmas lights you 
buy are marked approved by the Can¬ 
adian Standards Association. 


r* 
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